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Introduction
he Western Balkans, consist-

ing of Bosnia and Herzego-

vina, Serbia, Kosovo, North 

Macedonia, Albania and Mon-

tenegro, is one of the regions 

that have been heavily affect-

ed by the Covid-19 pandemic. Although the num-

bers are relatively low, the region’s fragile political 

and economic circumstance have made it vulner-

able to the pandemic.

The violent breakup of Yugoslavia after the end of 

the Cold War continue to affect the region’s inter-

national relations and domestic politics. Western 

Balkan states are some of the few European coun-

tries that are still in line for European Union (EU) 

membership. Montenegro and Serbia are ahead of 

the pack in this regard, as they have been formally 

recognised as official candidates for EU member-

ship since 2010 and 2012, however, attaining full 

membership still has a long way to go. 

Ethnic tensions in Bosnia and Herzegovina has 

stalled the country’s integration to the EU and 

NATO and have led to dysfunctional state institu-

tions. Serbia and Kosovo, even two decades since 

the war ended, still have not found a way to nor-

malise their relations as Belgrade refuses to rec-

ognise its former region’s independence. In Mon-

tenegro, tensions are high as the rift between Milo 

Dukanovic’s government, which has been ruling 

the country for three decades, and the opposition 

continues over the controversial law on church 

property introduced in December 2019.  

However, there have also been positive develop-

ments in the region. North Macedonia made rap-

id advances after finding a middle ground with 

Greece over the name issue by changing its name 

from Macedonia to North Macedonia. Athens had 

been blocking Skopje’s accession to the EU and 

the NATO by arguing that the name Macedonia 

had historical and cultural ties to Greece and that 

it had already named a region in Greece. After re-

solving the name issue in 2019 North Macedonia 

became the latest member of the NATO in March. 

Along with Albania, North Macedonia also suc-

ceeded to open negotiation talks with the EU the 

same month. 

The pandemic has also brought important politi-

cal developments to the region. Serbia and North 

Macedonia had to postpone elections that were 

supposed to be held in April. In Kosovo, the newly 

formed government of Albin Kurti faced a vote of 

no confidence and fell after a dispute with its co-

alition partner and President Hashim Thaci over 

the necessity of a state of emergency. Although 

the Serbian Orthodox Church and opposition 

parties gave a pause to their month-long protests, 

political tension is still high in Montenegro as the 

government is accused of using the pandemic 

for political gains. The Serbian and Albanian gov-

ernments have also faced similar criticisms from 

opposition parties. On the contrary, in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, the Covid-19 pandemic led to unity 

and cooperation among Bosniak, Croat and Serb 

entities, a rare moment in a country famous for its 

political deadlocks.

On the economic front, the strict measures to con-

tain the virus have had a serious effect. National 

and international projections show that, apart 

from Albania, all countries in the region are head-

ing towards a recession in 2020. To ease the ef-

fects of the pandemic, governments in the region 

have turned towards international institutions 

such as the World Bank, International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) and the EU for financial assistance. 

Western Balkan countries have taken serious 

measures to stop the spread of the virus includ-

ing declaring a state of emergency, introducing 

curfew, closing borders, schools and businesses 

T
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and banning public gatherings. As these coun-

tries do not have sufficient health infrastructure to 

deal with a wide number of cases, these measures 

have been useful to contain the spread of the vi-

rus. The EU, Russia, China and Turkey have also 

sent medical equipment to these countries in an 

effort to help them tackle the pandemic.

This info pack aims to provide the necessary in-

formation regarding the political and economic 

impact of the Covid-19 pandemic in the Western 

Balkans. It examines the political and economic 

situations and the measures taken by the govern-

ments during this process in Bosnia and Herzego-

vina, Serbia, Kosovo, North Macedonia, Albania 

and Montenegro. 

Country Population GDP First Case First 
Death Cases

Deaths 
(At the time of 

writing 8 May 2020)

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

3.3 million 20 billion March 5 March 23 2027 90

Serbia 7 million 51 billon March 6 March 20 9848 206

Kosovo 1.8 millon 8 billion March 13 March 22 861 27

North 
Macedonia

2 millon
12.6 

billion
February 

26
March 22 1572 89

Albania 2.8 million 15 billion March 8 March 11 842 31

Montenegro
630 

thousand
5.5 billion March 17 March 23 324 8

A quarantine zone for international travelers in Banja Luka Bosnia and Herzegovina. (Banja Luka Municipality - Anadolu Agency)
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Bosnia and Herzegovina is both politically and social-

ly a divided country. Memories of the war among the 

Bosniak, Serb and Croat entities of the country in the 

first half of the 1990s continues to affect Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. The current bureaucratic and govern-

mental structure which divides the power among the 

three ethnic groups was implemented with the Day-

ton Agreement of 1995 that ended the war. According-

ly, the country was divided into two political entities: 

the Bosniak and Croat majority Federation of Bosnia 

and Herzegovina and Serb majority Republika Srps-

ka. Although the Dayton Agreement was effective in 

putting an end to the violence, the current structure 

has been mostly ineffective in tackling the problems 

country faces.

The first cases of Covid-19 have come during Bosnia 

and Herzegovina’s worst political crises in the recent 

memory. In February, Serbian member of the Presi-

dency Milorad Dodik and the Republika Srpska’s gov-

ernment called on all the Serb civil servants to halt 

their work and threatened to make an ‘RS-exit’, signal-

ling an intention to declare independence. The crisis 

came after the regional and the central government 

failed to reach an agreement on the ownership of un-

used agricultural lands.

However, the novel coronavirus pandemic has 

changed the political atmosphere in the country and 

showed that unity and cooperation are still possible 

even in the context of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s com-

plicated system of governance. One of the first steps 

taken by the central government was to deploy mil-

itary units to international border crossings to setup 

quarantine tents for people entering the country. The 

Deployment of the military and tighter border regimes 

to control migrant flows was previously opposed and 

blocked by Dodik, however, the Serb member of the 

presidency lifted his opposition to deployment of mil-

itary to borders with the arrival of the pandemic to the 

country.

The first case of the virus was seen in Republika Srp-

ska. The first patient had come from Italy and tested 

positive on 5 March. The first case in the Federation re-

gion was seen in the Bosniak majority Zenica district 

on 9 March. The first death from Covid-19 was in the 

Bihac district of the Federation region on 23 March. 

Out of the nearly 2000 cases, around half of them are 

from Republika Srpska. The Serb majority region is 

also pulling ahead in terms of deaths with 55 per cent 

of reported Covid-19 related deaths coming from the 

region. Considering that only 40 per cent of the coun-

try’s population lives in the region, rates of Covid-19 

infections and deaths are far higher compared to the 

Federation region composed of mainly Bosniaks and 

Croats.

On March 17, the central government declared a state 

of emergency and formed a body to coordinate the 

fight against the pandemic in the two entities. Shortly 

after the first cases, schools were closed in both Re-

publika Srpska and in the Federation region. As part 

of the process, restaurants and bars were also closed. 

On  21 March, a night curfew for all and a total curfew 

for people aged 65 and over was declared throughout 

the country. The Federation government also extend-

ed the curfew to children.

An example of cooperation was seen in the city of Mo-

star. The city is divided between Bosniaks and Croats 

(the two communities even have de-facto separate 

hospitals). With the arrival of the pandemic to the city, 

hospital authorities started to exchange patients and 

coordinate their efforts, showing unity in hard times, 

which may prove to be a continuing trend among Bos-

nian society after the pandemic.

Bosnia and Herzegovina will continue to face eco-

nomic hardship after the crises end. It is expected that 

the country’s economy will shrink five per cent this 

year. Bosnia and Herzegovina will be getting $361 mil-

lion emergency support package from the IMF. The 

EU has also stepped in to help the country recover its 

economy by announcing a €250 million macro-finan-

cial assistance package.

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

https://www.balcanicaucaso.org/eng/Areas/Bosnia-Herzegovina/Bosnia-and-Herzegovina-institutions-blocked-at-the-Dayton-market-199752
https://www.sarajevotimes.com/armed-forces-of-bosnia-and-herzegovina-start-to-set-up-tents-today-and-help-civilians-at-borders/
https://www.sarajevotimes.com/armed-forces-of-bosnia-and-herzegovina-start-to-set-up-tents-today-and-help-civilians-at-borders/
http://ba.n1info.com/English/NEWS/a414260/Komsic-Dodik-s-rejection-of-military-deployment-at-border-is-irresponsible.html
http://ba.n1info.com/English/NEWS/a414260/Komsic-Dodik-s-rejection-of-military-deployment-at-border-is-irresponsible.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/europe/bosnia-confirms-its-first-case-of-coronavirus
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/europe/bosnia-confirms-its-first-case-of-coronavirus
http://The first case in the Federation region
http://The first case in the Federation region
https://seenews.com/news/bosnia-confirms-first-covid-19-death-cases-rise-to-126-691939
http://ba.n1info.com/English/NEWS/a430774/Bosnia-confirms-79-new-Covid-19-cases.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-bosnia/bosnia-declares-nationwide-state-of-emergency-over-coronavirus-pm-idUSKBN2142FH
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-bosnia/bosnia-declares-nationwide-state-of-emergency-over-coronavirus-pm-idUSKBN2142FH
https://seenews.com/news/coronavirus-cases-in-bosnia-rise-to-675-death-toll-reaches-28-693880
https://seenews.com/news/coronavirus-cases-in-bosnia-rise-to-675-death-toll-reaches-28-693880
https://translate.google.com.tr/translate?hl=&sl=auto&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.klix.ba%2Fvijesti%2Fbih%2Fna-dvije-sedmice-se-obustavlja-nastava-u-skolama-i-na-fakultetima-u-fbih%2F200311085+
https://www.coronavirus.geciclaw.com/restriction-of-movement-in-bosnia-and-herzegovina-two-entities-with-a-common-foe/
https://www.rferl.org/a/coronavirus-crisis-unites-doctors-in-bosnia-s-divided-city-of-mostar/30548641.html+
https://www.rferl.org/a/coronavirus-crisis-unites-doctors-in-bosnia-s-divided-city-of-mostar/30548641.html+
https://emerging-europe.com/news/economic-problems-mount-for-bosnia-and-herzegovina-while-the-number-of-covid-19-cases-remains-low/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_716
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_716
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Serbia is one of the countries to put down most strict 

measures against the Covid-19 pandemic in Eu-

rope. Serbian President Alexander Vucic declared an 

open-ended state of emergency on March 15, 9 days 

after first Covid-19 case was seen in the country on 6 

March. All schools, restaurants, bars and other places 

of social gathering were closed throughout the coun-

try. Other measures include a night curfew for all cit-

izens and a full curfew for people aged 65 and over. 

The first death related to the virus in the country was 

announced on 20 March.

On May 6 Serbian parliament voted to lift the state 

of emergency as the number of new Covid-19 cases 

dropped to insignificant numbers. With the end of the 

state of the emergency, borders and airports will be 

opened and the curfew will be halted. Other measures 

are also planned to be lifted within May. 

The Serbian military was deployed to enhance efforts 

against the virus. Military units were deployed to its 

borders, hospitals and migration centres to provide 

security. A fair hall was also converted into a tempo-

rary 3000 thousand bed hospital by the military to 

raise the capacity of the health system to tackle the 

pandemic.

The biggest political impact of Covid-19 in Serbia has 

been the postponement of the parliamentary and lo-

cal elections. Due to the pandemic, elections that were 

supposed to be held on 26 April were postponed to a 

later date.

Although the opposition parties supported the post-

ponement of the elections, they are accusing the 

government and President Vucic of using the state 

of emergency for political purposes and tightening 

Serbia  

Serbian lawmakers voting in parliament session to lift the state of emergency and curfew imposed since mid-March in a bid to fight 
the novel coronavirus pandemic on 6 May. (Milos Miskov - Anadolu Agency)

https://globalnews.ca/news/6755350/coronavirus-serbia-president/
https://globalnews.ca/news/6755350/coronavirus-serbia-president/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/serbia-confirms-first-covid-19-death-case/1773555
http://rs.n1info.com/English/NEWS/a596769/Serbian-parliament-lifts-state-of-emergency.html
http://rs.n1info.com/English/NEWS/a596769/Serbian-parliament-lifts-state-of-emergency.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-serbia/serbia-to-end-state-of-emergency-as-coronavirus-infections-slow-idUSKBN22F0UT
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-serbia/serbia-to-end-state-of-emergency-as-coronavirus-infections-slow-idUSKBN22F0UT
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/serbia-imposes-night-curfew-due-to-coronavirus/1771101
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/latest-on-coronavirus-outbreak/serbia-converts-fair-hall-into-makeshift-hospital-/1777868
https://www.serbianmonitor.com/en/lazovic-vucic-is-conducting-a-full-fledged-political-campaign/
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governmental control over society. In recent years, 

the political atmosphere in the country has been 

highly polarised. The opposition has consistently ac-

cused President Alexander Vucic of authoritarianism 

and distancing the country from the European Union 

membership.

The pandemic has also affected Serbia’s international 

relations. Serbian President Alexander Vucic criticised 

the EU for not showing solidarity with his country in 

tackling the pandemic. In a statement, Vucic said “Eu-

ropean solidarity does not exist, it was a fairy tale”. On 

the other hand, Beijing’s and Moscow’s aid diploma-

cy has moved Serbia closer to China and Russia. Both 

China and Russia sent medical equipment and med-

ical teams, including doctors, to help Serbia fight the 

pandemic as well as expand their influence. 

The EU also announced that it would provide up to 

€15 million to Serbia for its immediate medical needs. 

However, the EU did not include Serbia in its macro-fi-

nancial assistance plan, a €3 billion package to ten 

enlargement and neighbouring partners. The IMF es-

timates that the Serbian economy will contract by 3% 

in 2020 due to the pandemic. 

The Serbian government announced that it has 

enough financial reserves and that it would not apply 

to IMF financial aid program. On the other hand, Ser-

bia is in talks with the World Bank for a $100 million 

and Council of Europe Development Bank for a €200 

million loan. The government announced a €5.1 billion 

assistance program to businesses effected from the 

pandemic and will make a €100 one-time payment to 

all citizens aged 18 and over. 

The arrival of Covid-19 to Kosovo brought with it po-

litical turmoil. The Prime Minister and the leader of 

Self-Determination Party, Albin Kurti, had a difference 

of opinion with his coalition partner, the Democratic 

League of Kosovo, and the country’s President Hashim 

Thaci over whether to announce a state of emergen-

cy after the first case of Covid-19 arrived on 13 March. 

Kurti opposed the state of emergency as such a move 

would grant most of the executive power to the presi-

dent and ousted the Minister of Interior who support-

ed Thaci’s proposals. The removal of the Minister of In-

terior led to the government’s collapse as the coalition 

partner Democratic League of Kosovo called for a vote 

of no confidence, which passed in the parliament on 

25 March.

The Covid-19 pandemic has prevented an early elec-

tion for the time being as measures have been imple-

mented to stop the spread of the virus. Two days be-

fore the first confirmed Covid-19 case on 11 March, the 

government closed all schools throughout the coun-

try. Restaurants and bars have also been closed in the 

process and a ban has been put in place for public 

gatherings. Kosovo also closed its borders due to the 

pandemic, in line with other countries in the region.  

The First Covid-19 fatality was confirmed on 22 March. 

In May, Kosovar authorities gradually started to ease 

the measures against the pandemic and hope to end 

all restrictions in June.

One of the important developments during this pro-

cess has been Kosovo’s decision to lift the 100% tar-

iff on Serbian goods. The high tariffs were put into 

place in November 2018 after the Serbian government 

launched an international campaign against recog-

nition of Kosovo’s independence. The EU and the US 

have been urging both sides to normalise their rela-

tions since Kosovo’s unilateral independence dec-

laration in 2008. The two countries are expected to 

re-launch dialogue after the pandemic as the US has 

augmented its pressure on both sides to find a solution 

to the decades-long issue.  

Kosovo   

https://www.indopremier.com/ipotnews/newsDetail.php?jdl=Serbia_lauds_China_virus_aid__blasts_lack_of_EU_help&news_id=1472268&group_news=ALLNEWS&taging_subtype=PG002&name=&search=y_general&q=,&halaman=1
https://www.indopremier.com/ipotnews/newsDetail.php?jdl=Serbia_lauds_China_virus_aid__blasts_lack_of_EU_help&news_id=1472268&group_news=ALLNEWS&taging_subtype=PG002&name=&search=y_general&q=,&halaman=1
https://www.euractiv.com/section/enlargement/news/serbia-to-bring-in-russian-experts-to-help-it-fight-coronavirus/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_716
https://seenews.com/news/imf-expects-serbias-economy-to-shrink-by-30-in-2020-694970
https://seenews.com/news/serbia-to-cope-with-coronavirus-crisis-without-imf-aid-president-vucic-694723
https://seenews.com/news/serbia-in-final-stage-of-loan-talks-with-world-bank-ceb-fin-min-695301
https://seenews.com/news/serbia-in-final-stage-of-loan-talks-with-world-bank-ceb-fin-min-695301
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-serbia-economy/serbia-guarantees-2-bln-euros-in-bank-loans-to-help-firms-cope-with-coronavirus-idUSL5N2C45SY
https://apnews.com/5b7d98351295ba5563f8de9cd425fb08
https://apnews.com/5b7d98351295ba5563f8de9cd425fb08
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/kosovo-confirms-first-coronavirus-cases/1765587
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/europe/kosovo-announces-first-coronavirus-cases
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/kosovo/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/kosovo/coronavirus
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/coronavirus-kills-2-people-in-balkans/1775149
https://europeanwesternbalkans.com/2020/05/04/covid-19-in-the-wb-governments-continue-to-loosen-measures/
https://apnews.com/bc2a6ce8674ab51d18fe7c5496b898cd
https://apnews.com/bc2a6ce8674ab51d18fe7c5496b898cd
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-02-13/u-s-puts-pressure-on-kosovo-over-stalled-talks-with-serbia
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Kosovo is one of the poorest European countries and 

its economy is expected to shrink between 2 and 4 per 

cent in 2020 as a result of the pandemic. The govern-

ment announced a €170 million assistance program 

to reduce the effect of the virus on the economy. On 

the other hand, Kosovo will be benefiting from inter-

national financial assistance. The Millennium Chal-

lenge Corporation of the US allocated $50 million to its 

programs in Kosovo. Moreover, the IMF allocated $57 

million to Pristina under the framework of pandemic 

emergency support. Kosovo will also be receiving up 

to €100 million from the EU’s macro-financial assis-

tance package.  

North Macedonia’s first case of Covid-19 was con-

firmed on 26 February in Skopje in a woman returning 

from Italy. Nearly one month later, the first death was 

reported on 22 March. 

All the schools, restaurants and bars in the country 

have been closed since 10 March. On 16 March, bor-

ders were also closed to stop the spread of the virus. 

Moreover, a state of emergency was declared on 18 

March  for a 30 day period and was subsequently ex-

tended by  President Stevo Pendarovski for another 30 

days on 17 April.

The pandemic came to North Macedonia in the wake 

of highly important political events. The EU decided 

to open negotiation talks with North Macedonia and 

Albania on 24 March. Both North Macedonia and Al-

bania had been waiting for talks to commence for 

nearly two years after the European Commission rec-

ommended that the two countries were ready to start 

negotiations in 2018. However, French President Ema-

nuel Macron blocked the process until 2020, claiming 

that these two countries were not yet ready.

North Macedonia also became the 30th NATO mem-

ber on 27 March after a wait of 21 years following its 

initial application in 1999. Although these important 

events have been overshadowed by the pandemic, 

they represent solid steps in the country’s long-de-

sired integration into Western international organisa-

tions.  

The biggest effect of the Covid-19 pandemic on the 

domestic politics of North Macedonia has been the 

postponement of the parliamentary elections, which 

were supposed to be held on 12 April. However, this 

situation has not caused much political turmoil as the 

decision was taken in coordination with opposition 

parties. 

Although the North Macedonian government has 

demonstrated effective governance during the pan-

demic, its decision to permit Church gatherings for 

Easter on 19 April has sparked criticism. During the 

communion, worshippers practised the traditions of 

sharing a spoon and kissing icons, something which 

may have led to the spreading of the virus to hundreds 

of people.

On the economic front, the government announced 

that it would pay minimum salaries to those who lost 

their jobs as a result of the pandemic. The Develop-

ment Bank of North Macedonia also introduced a se-

ries of interest-free loans to small and medium busi-

nesses to soften the pandemic’s impact. The toll of the 

pandemic on the economy is projected to result in a 

0.4% recession. The IMF and the EU have stepped in to 

help North Macedonia with financial assistance. Skop-

je will receive $191.8 million from the IMF and €160 

million from the EU. 

North Macedonia    

https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-kosovo-cenbank/kosovos-economy-seen-shrinking-2-4-pct-due-to-coronavirus-central-bank-idUSL8N2BR5KG
https://balkaneu.com/usa-allocates-50-million-usd-for-kosovo/
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/04/10/pr20149-kosovo-imf-executive-board-approves-us-million-emergency-support-address-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/04/10/pr20149-kosovo-imf-executive-board-approves-us-million-emergency-support-address-covid-19-pandemic
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_716
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_716
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/coronavirus-kills-2-people-in-balkans/1775149
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/03/11/balkan-countries-tighten-security-as-coronavirus-cases-surge/
https://translate.google.com.tr/translate?hl=&sl=mk&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fnezavisen.mk%2Fse-zatvoraat-megjunarodniot-aerodrom-skopje-i-site-kopneni-granichni-premini%2F
https://translate.google.com.tr/translate?hl=&sl=mk&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fnezavisen.mk%2Fse-zatvoraat-megjunarodniot-aerodrom-skopje-i-site-kopneni-granichni-premini%2F
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/coronavirus-kills-2-people-in-balkans/1775149
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/coronavirus-kills-2-people-in-balkans/1775149
https://emerging-europe.com/news/european-commission-restates-recommendation-for-albania-and-north-macedonia-to-begin-accession-talks/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_174589.htm
http://postponement of the parliamentary elections
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/22/north-macedonia-orthodox-church-communion-could-become-a-coronavirus-super-spreader/
https://seenews.com/news/n-macedonias-govt-unveils-new-measures-to-cushion-coronavirus-impact-on-workers-693281
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/04/10/world/europe/10reuters-health-coronavirus-north-macedonia-imf.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_716
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_716
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Albania is one of the countries to issue strict measures 

to curb the pandemic. First Covid-19 case was seen on 

March 8 in a father and son who had returned from 

Italy and the first virus-related death was confirmed 

on 11 March. 

The Albanian government started to take a series of 

measures to limit the contamination of the virus dur-

ing the pandemic. A day after the arrival of the first 

Covid-19 case on 9 March schools were closed and 

flights to Italy were halted. As part of the process, bor-

ders were closed, internal travel was restricted, res-

taurants and bars were closed, social gatherings were 

banned, and shopping was limited to one person per 

family. Moreover, on 25 March, the country declared 

a 30-day state of emergency. On 23 April, the Albani-

an authorities extended the state of emergency for 2 

months until 23 June. 

Although Covid-19 cases are relatively low in the 

country, lack of adequate health infrastructure has led 

authorities to take strong measures to slow the spread 

of the virus. These measures have proven to be suc-

cessful, as the number of confirmed cases are lower 

than a thousand 2 months after the first case was seen. 

On 18 April, life started to return to normal as the gov-

ernment allowed some business sectors such as farm-

ing, mining and production to resume their activities.

As stated above, the EU finally decided to open negoti-

ation talks on 24 March, nearly a decade after Albania 

applied for membership. Although this development 

was overshadowed by the pandemic, the start of the 

negotiations and integration to the EU will be the 

foremost important agenda of the country once the 

pandemic is over. The EU has already provided €50 

million for the country’s health sector. On the other 

hand, Albania also showed solidarity with Europe by 

sending 30 doctors to neighbouring Italy.

Albanian authorities reduced their 2020 growth rate 

prediction to 2%. Although this rate is half of the prior 

3.9% projection, if the country succeeds to meet this 

target, it will be one of the few countries on the con-

tinent to continue growing as most countries are ex-

pected to experience a recession this year. 

The Albanian government offered a three-month 

pause to all business and personal credit loans to 

banks to ease the effects of the pandemic on the so-

ciety. Albania will receive €170 million financial as-

sistance from the IMF under the Rapid Financing 

Instrument. The EU also included Albania in its mac-

ro-financial assistance package. Tirana will receive up 

to €180 million from Brussels.

Albania     

Montenegro was the last country in Europe to confirm 

the presence of Covid-19. The smallest of the Balkan 

nations, with a population of 630 thousand, confirmed 

the first case of novel coronavirus on 17 March. Nearly 

one week after, on 23 March,  its first death was report-

ed.

As an early precaution, four days before the first Cov-

id-19 case, on 13 March, all schools, restaurants and 

bars were closed, and social gatherings were banned 

in the country. A night curfew was also put in place 

throughout the country. The Montenegrin govern-

ment was satisfied with these measures and did not 

declare a state of emergency. From early May, the au-

thorities started to ease the restriction measures tak-

en against the pandemic as the number of new cases 

began to drop,. 

Montenegro 

https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-albania/albania-confirms-first-coronavirus-cases-in-father-and-son-back-from-italy-idUKL8N2B200C
http://www.anews.com.tr/world/2020/03/11/albania-reports-first-coronavirus-death
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-serbia-economy/serbia-guarantees-2-bln-euros-in-bank-loans-to-help-firms-cope-with-coronavirus-idUSL5N2C45SY
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-albania/albania-extends-lockdown-till-end-of-coronavirus-outbreak-idUSKBN21J6AZ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-albania/albania-declares-30-day-emergency-to-stop-coronavirus-outbreak-idUSKBN21C37P
https://seenews.com/news/albania-extends-state-of-emergency-over-coronavirus-spread-696143
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-04-18/albania-re-opens-some-businesses-as-seeks-to-limit-coronavirus-hit-to-economy
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-04-18/albania-re-opens-some-businesses-as-seeks-to-limit-coronavirus-hit-to-economy
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/76796/albania-and-italy-%E2%80%93-example-european-solidarity-against-coronavirus_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/76796/albania-and-italy-%E2%80%93-example-european-solidarity-against-coronavirus_en
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-albania-economy/albania-halves-2020-gdp-growth-to-2-amid-coronavirus-slowdown-idUSKBN2190YH
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-albania-economy/albania-halves-2020-gdp-growth-to-2-amid-coronavirus-slowdown-idUSKBN2190YH
https://www.imf.org/~/media/Files/Publications/CR/2020/English/1ALBEA2020001.ashx
https://www.imf.org/~/media/Files/Publications/CR/2020/English/1ALBEA2020001.ashx
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_716
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/coronavirus-spreads-to-all-european-countries/1769727
https://balkaneu.com/montenegro-first-coronavirus-related-death-confirmed-life-goes-on/
https://balkaneu.com/montenegro-first-coronavirus-related-death-confirmed-life-goes-on/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-albania/albania-extends-lockdown-till-end-of-coronavirus-outbreak-idUSKBN21J6AZ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-montenegro/montenegro-bars-gatherings-closes-schools-ports-and-border-crossings-idUSKBN2102WD
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/04/01/montenegro-spends-first-night-under-curfew/
http://www.gov.me/en/News/224199/PM-Markovic-in-interview-with-TV-Nova-M-Montenegro-successfully-completes-first-phase-of-coronavirus-fight.html
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Since December 2019, tensions in between the gov-

ernment and the opposition have been high. The Ser-

bian Orthodox Church in Montenegro was holding 

weekly protests with the support of the opposition 

parties against a law on religion, which poses the risk 

of loss of most of Serbian Orthodox Church’s property 

throughout the country. The Church and its follow-

ers argue that the law was passed on to eradicate the 

Serbian Church, which is the most widely followed 

Church in the country and empower the Montene-

grin Orthodox Church established in 1993 after the 

breakup of Yugoslavia. 

The Church halted its protests temporarily amid the 

pandemic crisis, however, the political atmosphere in 

the country is far from tranquil. State authorities sum-

moned the top bishop of the Serbian Orthodox Church 

in the country and an opposition MP for breaking gov-

ernment ban and participating in a funeral. This move 

drew widespread criticism and added another dimen-

sion to the tensions. According to the opposition the 

government has also been using the pandemic to 

bypass the parliament on its decisions on crucial mat-

ters, thereby violating the constitution.

One of the measures against the pandemic in Mon-

tenegro was the closure of all borders including the 

ports and marinas for the cruise ships, striking a blow 

to the countries tourism industry, which makes up 20 

per cent of its GDP. Like most countries in the region, 

Montenegro’s economy will be heavily impacted by 

the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

Montenegro, which is a candidate country for the EU, 

will receive a €60 million from Brussels as part of the 

EU’s macro-financial assistance package and may 

have to apply for IMF loans. The government decided 

to postpone credit payments of businesses and indi-

viduals to the banks for three-months. Low-interest 

credits will also be provided to enterprises.

Police officers check vehicles in Podgorica as the Montenegrin government has announced a nationwide curfew from 7 pm to 5 am 
in an effort to stop the spread of the Covid-19 in Montenegro. (Milos Vujovic - Anadolu Agency)

https://www.trtworld.com/perspectives/how-montenegro-s-religious-property-law-is-a-regional-power-struggle-32987
https://orthochristian.com/129392.html
https://m.cdm.me/english/metropolitan-amfilohije-several-priests-and-citizens-summoned-to-the-police-for-informative-talks/
https://m.cdm.me/english/metropolitan-amfilohije-several-priests-and-citizens-summoned-to-the-police-for-informative-talks/
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/03/31/montenegro-govt-accused-of-flouting-constitution-amid-crisis/
https://emerging-europe.com/business/heavily-reliant-on-tourism-croatia-and-montenegro-face-an-uncertain-summer/
https://emerging-europe.com/business/heavily-reliant-on-tourism-croatia-and-montenegro-face-an-uncertain-summer/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_716
http://www.gov.me/en/News/223089/Government-adopts-new-economic-measures-Goal-is-to-make-life-easier-for-citizens-and-help-economy-during-coronavirus-pandemic.html









