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Abbreviations
Together We Will Make History (Juntos Haremos Historia)
MORENA: National Regeneration Movement (Movimiento Regeneración Nacional)
PT: Labour Party (Partido del Trabajo)
PES: Social Encounter Party (Partido Encuentro Social)
Mexico to the Front (Por México al Frente)
PAN: National Action Party (Partido Acción Nacional)
PRD: Party of the Democratic Revolution (Partido de la Revolución Democrática)
MC: Citizens’ Movement (Movimiento Ciudadano)
Everyone for Mexico (Todos Por México)
PRI: Institutional Revolutionary Party (Partido Revolucionario Institucional)
PVEM: Ecologist Green Party of Mexico (Partido Verde Ecologista de México)
PANAL: New Alliance (Partido Nueva Alianza)
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Summary
• On July 1st Mexicans will have the opportunity to renew

• The Mexican constitution bars a president from seeking

their government at the municipal, state and federal level.

re-election, therefore presidents only serve for one term.

• More than 3,400 elected offices are up for grabs, which

• There is no second round of voting. The presidential

makes it the biggest election campaign in Mexico’s history.

system is not majoritarian, meaning that the candidate
who wins the most votes on July 1 - even if it’s not more
than 50 percent of the vote - wins the presidency.

• Mexican voters will go to the polls on July 1st to elect at
the federal level:
President of the Republic to serve a six-year term
128 Federal Senators to serve a six-year term
500 Federal Deputies to serve a three-year term

• There are three main candidates representing the nine
official political parties and one independent candidate:

and the new congress on September 1st.

•

The incumbent president is Enrique Peña Nieto from
the PRI, and the PRI is the party with the most seats in
both chambers of Congress, although it does not have
absolute majority.

Andrés Manuel López Obrador, Together We Will
Make History: MORENA (National Regeneration
Movement), PT (Labour Party), and PES (Social
Encounter Party)

• Political parties need to receive at least 3% of the vote

Ricardo Anaya, Mexico to the Front: PAN (National
Action Party), PRD (Party of the Democratic Revolution),
and MC (Citizens’ Movement)

• Out of its population of 123.5 million people, Mexico has

José Antonio Meade, Everyone for Mexico: PRI
(Institutional Revolutionary Party), PVEM (Ecologist
Green Party of Mexico), and PANAL (New Alliance)
Jaime Rodríguez Calderón, candidate not affiliated
with a political party
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• The new president will start his term on December 1st

to maintain their official party registration and access to
public funding.

89.1 million eligible voters, of which 40% are young
voters between 18 and 34 years of age.
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Timeline
13 December 2017

14 December - 11 February

12 February

Deadline for political parties
to register coalitions.

Pre-campaign period where
members of political parties
have primaries to choose
their candidates.

Deadline
to
register
candidates for President,
Federal Senators, and Federal
Deputies.

12 February - 29 March

30 March - 27 June

28 June - 30 June

Inter-campaign
period
to allow political parties
to prepare for the general
election
and
to
settle
any
internal
disputes.

The official campaign period
where
candidates
hold
public events, have debates,
distribute
advertisements,
and call people to vote for
them.

Electoral
closure
where
campaign
materials
or
activities that call on people
to vote for a particular party
or initiative are prohibited.

1 July

1 September

1 December

Voting begins at 8:00 am and
ends at 6:00 pm.

The new term for the
Congress of the Union
begins.

The new president of the
Mexican Republic begins his
six-year term.

Candidates are not allowed
to hold public events, appear
in any advertisement, nor
present any initiatives.

The results for the presidential
and congressional elections
will begin to be reported at
around 11 pm.

Three-year term for deputies
and
six-year
term
for
senators.
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Brief Overview of Mexico’s
Presidential Elections
After the Mexican Revolution (1910 - 1920) that overthrew
the dictator Porfirio Díaz and the infighting among the
different political factions that followed, the Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI) emerged as the dominant
political party. From 1929 to 2000 all of Mexico’s presidents
were from the PRI.
With the election of Vicente Fox from the National Action
Party (PAN) in 2000, and of his successor Felipe Calderón in
2006, the PRI’s grip on power began to wane. However, with
the victory of Enrique Peña Nieto in 2012, the PRI returned
to power once again.
On July 1, the Mexican people will go to the polls to decide
whether to keep the PRI in power for six more years; give a
third mandate to the PAN; or elect the candidate from the

newly established National Regeneration Movement Party
(MORENA).
According to the Mexican constitution of 1917, the president
serves a six-year term and cannot seek a second term.
Therefore, every six years there is a new person occupying
the presidential residence of Los Pinos. The presidential
term of the president will start on December 1, 2018.

Between 1929 and 2000,
all of Mexico’s president
were from the PRI

Enrique Peña Nieto (PRI): An Unpopular President
Enrique Peña Nieto’s decision to omit from his financial
declarations the purchase of a mansion worth more than
$7 million dollars from a government contractor; the
disappearance of 43 students in Ayotzinapan in 2014; the
29,168 homicides that occurred in 2017 alone, which made it
the deadliest year on record; have all contributed to his low
approval rating of 19 percent.
The current administration failed to address the most
important concerns of the Mexican people: prosecuting
criminals, stopping the plague of violence, and ending
corruption.

Enrique Peña Nieto, the
current president, has a
19% approval rating
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2018 Presidential Candidates
Andrés Manuel López Obrador (MORENA)
Andrés Manuel López Obrador, 64 years of age,
has a Bachelor’s in Political Science and Public
Administration from Mexico’s National Autonomous
University.
He began his political career in the state of Tabasco
seeking to be governor of that state in 1988 and 1994
under the PRD. AMLO, as he is commonly known, was
the president of the Party of the Democratic Revolution
(PRD) from 1996 to 1999 before becoming the head of
government of Mexico City from 2000 to 2005.
He previously ran for president in 2006 and in 2012
representing the Party of the Democratic Revolution
(PRD), the Labour Party (PT) and the Citizens’ Movement
(MC) but lost both times. In 2006 he lost by less than 1%
of the vote to Felipe Calderón from the PAN and in 2012
to Enrique Peña Nieto from the PRI by 7% of the vote.
He left the PRD after losing the election in 2012
and officially established the left-wing and antiestablishment National Regeneration Movement Party
(MORENA) in 2014.
His party has formed the coalition ‘Together We Will
Make History’ with the PT, a left-wing party, and Social
Encounter Party (PES), a religious socially conservative
party.
According to the last poll before the voting takes place
by Consulta Mitofsky, 48.1% of respondents said they
would vote for him, which puts him in the lead.

The latest poll puts
Ándres Manuel López
Obrador in the lead
with 48.1%

Coalition ‘Together We Will Make History’
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Ricardo Anaya (PAN)
Ricardo Anaya, 39 years of age, has a PhD in Political
Science and Social Sciences from Mexico’s National
Autonomous University (UNAM).
He began his political career in the state of Queretaro
by seeking a seat at the state’s legislation under the PAN
when he was just 21 years old.
He held a seat in the Chamber of Deputies – the lower
house of Congress – from 2012 to 2015, and was the
president of the PAN from 2015 to 2017.
His party the PAN, a centre-right party, has formed the
coalition ‘Mexico to the Front’ with the Labour Party (PT)
and the Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD) - two
left-wing parties.
According to the last poll before the voting takes place
by Consulta Mitofsky, 25.5% of respondents said they
would vote for him, which puts him in second place.

The latest poll puts
Ricardo Anaya in second
place with 25.5%

Coalition ‘Mexico to the Front’
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José Antonio Meade (PRI)
Jose Antonio Meade, 49 years of age, has a PhD in
Economics from Yale University.
His professional career has been in the economic
and financial public sector, particularly in the last two
presidential administrations.
He served as Secretary of Energy and Secretary of
Finance and Public Credit for some time under the
Felipe Calderon administration (2006 – 2012).
In the current PRI administration he served as Secretary
of Foreign Affairs (2012 – 2015), Secretary of Social
Development (2015 – 2016), and Secretary of Finance
and Public Credit (2016-2017).
He is considered to be a party outsider as he did not
emerge out of the ranks and files of the PRI, which is the
oldest political party in Mexico.
The PRI has formed a coalition with the Ecologist
Green Party of Mexico (PVEM) and the New Alliance
Party (PANAL), which represents the National Union of
Education Workers.

The latest poll puts José
Antonio Meade in third
place with 22.5%

Coalition ‘Everyone for Mexico’
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Jaime Rodríguez Calderón (PAN)
Jaime Rodríguez Calderón, 60 years of age, holds
a Bachelor’s in Agricultural Engineering from the
Autonomous University of Nuevo Leon.
He began his political career in the PRI as president of
a municipality in the state of Nuevo Leon from 2009
to 2012. He then ran as an independent and won the
governor race for that same state in 2015.
After the 2012 constitutional change that allowed
independent candidates - meaning candidates not
affiliated to any political parties - to run for public office,
he will be the first independent candidate to appear in
the presidential ballot.
To run as an indpendent candidate, he had to obtained
866, 593 signatures from eligible voters.
According to the last poll before the voting takes place by
Consulta Mitofsky, 3.9% of respondents said they would
vote for him, which puts him in fourth and last place.

The latest poll puts Jaime
Rodríguez Calderón in
last place with 3.9%

Image source: Antony Stanley, Flickr
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Congress of the Union Elections
The Congress of the Union embodies the legislative branch of the Mexican Republic and consists of two chambers: the Senate
of the Republic and the Chamber of Deputies. On July 1st all of the seats of the Congress are up for grabs. The new LXIV
Legislature will begin on September 1, 2018.

The Senate of the Republic
The Senate of the Republic consists of 128 members, which
serve for a six-year term and represent the 32 federal states.
The constitutional reform in 2014 allows senators after this
election to be re-elected for a second term as long as they
continue to run for the same party in the second term.
96 of the 128 Senators are elected through state elections.
For each of the 32 states, two seats go to the political
party that obtains the most votes and one seat goes to the
political party that comes in second place. The remaining
32 seats are shared among the political parties based on
the percentage of votes that each party obtained at the
national level.

Senate Composition 2012 - 2018 Term
Political Party

Seats

%

Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)

55

43.0

National Action Party (PAN

34

26.7

Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD)

19

14.8

Labour Party (PT)

7

5.5

Ecologist Green Party of Mexico (PVDE)

5

3.9

Not part of a political party grouping*

8

6.3

*Candidate who ran a campaign representing a political party but once in office left
the political party grouping

Since at least 2000, no political
party has had absolute majority
in the Senate
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The Chamber of Deputies
The Chamber of Deputies consists of 500 members,
which serve for a three-year term and represent
districts. The districts are based on population; the more
population a state has, the more districts it has.

Chamber of Deputies 2015 - 2018 Term
Political Party

Seats

%

Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)

204

40.8

The constitutional reform of 2014 allows the federal
deputies of this election to be re-elected for a maximum
of three additional terms as long as they continue to run
for the same party.

National Action Party (PAN

108

21.06

Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD)

53

10.6

National Regeneration Movement (MORENA)

47

9.4

Ecologist Green Party of Mexico (PVDE)

38

7.6

300 out of the 500 federal deputies are elected through
district elections. The candidate from the political party
that gets the most votes represents the district in the
Chamber of Deputies. The other 200 seats are shared
among the political parties based on the percentage of
votes that each party obtained at the national level.

Citizen’s Movement (MC)

21

4.2

New Alliance (PANAL)

12

2.4

Social Encounter Party (PES)

12

2.4

Independent Candidate*

1

0.2

Not part of a political party grouping **

4

0.8

Since 1997 when the PRI lost its absolute majority, no
political party has had absolute majority in the Chamber
of Deputies.

*Candidate who ran a campaign without representing a political party
**Candidate who ran a campaign representing a political party but once in office left
the political party grouping

No political party has had
absolute majority in the
Chamber of Deputies since 1997
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Voter Turnout
Every six years Mexicans elect a president, 500
members of the Chamber of Deputies, and 128
members of the Senate on the same day.

Voter Turn Out in Past Elections
Election

%

In addition, since Federal Deputies serve for a
three-year term, Mexico has midterm elections
every three years where only the 500 members of
the Chamber of Deputies are elected.

1994 Presidential Elections

77.16

2000 Presidential Elections

63.96

2003 Midterm Elections

41.68

2006 Presidential Elections

58.55

According to Mexico’s National Electoral Institute,
Mexico has 89.1 million eligible voters out of its
population of 123.5 million people, out of which
52% are women and 48% are men.

2009 Midterm Elections

47.83

2012 Presidential Elections

64.73

2015 Midterm Elections

47.72

Young voters between 18 and 34 years of age
make up 40% of the eligible voters.
The average voter turnout in the last three
presidential elections was 63%.

Mexico has 89.1
million eligible voters

Eligible Voters by Age as of April 2018
Age

%

18

2.02

19

2.29

20 - 24

12.42

25 - 29

12.37

30 - 34

10.90

35 - 39

10.26

40 - 44

9.95

45 - 49

9.01

50 - 54

7.69

55 - 59

6.46

60 - 64

5.15

65 and older

11.47

Total Eligible Voters:

89,123, 355

40% of voters
are young voters
between 18 and
34 years of age

Source: Mexico’s National Electoral Institute

15

